r AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of the claims in this 

application: 



■7. (Cancelled) 




(Currently Amended) An instrument assembly for percutaneously implanting 
an orthopaedic assembly having a first orthopaedic component and a second orthopaedic 
component, said instrument assembly comprising: 

a first instrument which is adapted to be secured to said first orthopaedic 
component, said first instrument having a first alignment feature; 

a second instrument which is adapted to be secured to said second orthopaedic 
component, said second instrument having a second alignment feature; and 

a third instrument having a third alignment feature which is adapted to cooperate 
with said first alignment feature and said second alignment feature so as to position said first 
instrument and said second instrument in a predetermined position relative to one another, 
thereby positioning said first orthopaedic component and said second orthopaedic component 
relative to each othe r, wherein: 

said first orthopaedic component includes a bone screw which is adapted to be 
screwed into a bone, 

said second orthopaedic component includes a bone plate which is adapted to be 
secured to said bone screw, and 

said third alignment feature is further adapted to cooperate with said first 
alignment feature and said second alignment feature so as to position said bone plate in contact 
with said bone screw during movement of said second instrument with said bone plate secured 
thereto. 




Original) The instrument assembly of claim/8, wherein said first instrument is 
further adapte^to be secured to said first orthopaedic component prior to implantation of said 
first orthopaedic component into a body of a patient. 

(Original) The instrument assembly of clairn^ wherein said first instrument 
is further adapted to be secured to said first orthopaedic component subsequent to implantation of 
said first orthopaedic component into a body of a patient. 
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jTT. (Cancelled) 



l^(Currently Amended) The instrument assembly of claim 44^wherein: 
said bone screw has a flange secured thereto, 
said bone plate has a channel defined therein, and 

said third alignment feature is further adapted to cooperate with said first 
alignment feature and said second alignment feature such that said flange is advanced into said 
channel during/fhoyement of said second instrument with said bone plate secured thereto. 

z 1 

(Original) The instrument assembly of claim^wherein: 
'said first alignment feature includes a first recess defined in said first instrument, 




said second alignment feature includes a second recess defined in said second 



instrument, 



said third alignment feature includes an alignment member extending from said 
third instrument, and 

both said first recess and said second recess are adapted to receive said alignment 
member therein. 



JA^- 20. (Cancelled) 



\L ty^ [Orij 



iginal) An instrument assembly for percutaneously implanting a hip screw 
and a bonb plate, comprising: 

a screw locating instrument which is adapted to be secured to said hip screw, said 
screw locating instrument having a first alignment feature; 

a plate locating instrument which is adapted to be secured to said bone plate, said 
plate locating instrument having a second alignment feature; and 

an alignment instrument having a third alignment feature which is adapted -to 
cooperate with said first alignment feature and said second alignment feature so as to position 
said screw locating instrument and said plate locating instrument in a predetermined position 
relative to one another thereby positioning said hip screw and said bone plate relative to one 
another. 
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(Original) The instrument assembly of claim ^2tf, wherein said plate locating 
instrument is further adapted to be secured to said bone plate prior to implantation of said bone 
plate into a body of a patient. 




^23^ (Original) The instrument assembly of claim^f^ wlta^ein said screw locating 
instrument is further adapted to be secured to said hip screw prior to inrolantation of said hip 
screw into a bod^/of a patient. 

(Original) The instrument assembly of clainj^^wherein: 
said hip screw has a flange secured thereto, 
said bone plate has a channel defined therein, and 

said third alignment feature is further adapted to cooperate with said first 
alignment feature and said second alignment feature such that said flange is advanced into said 
channel during movement of said plate locating instrument with said bone plate secured thereto. 

J \J 2£f. (Original) The instrument assembly of claim^l \ wherein: 
/ said first alignment feature includes a first recess defined in said screw locating 
instrument, 

said second alignment feature includes a second recess defined in said plate 
locating instrument, 

said third alignment feature includes an alignment member extending from said 
alignment instrument, and 

both said first recess and said second recess are adapted to receive said alignment 
member therein. — . 
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